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than to hear the Multitudes of Oaths and profane Speeches 


ſuffer for ſo doing. | | 
polluted by Men, which is adored by Angels ; and to conſider how of- 
ten that Sacred Name is profaned in common Diſcourſe, which we are 
not worthy once to mention in our Prayers, is very horrible to all that 
have not loſt the Senſe of a Supreme Being. To ſuch therefore I here 
apply myſelf, in the Fear of God, and Faithfulneſs of a Friend; beſeech- 


ing them to conſider, with the Reaſon that is common to Man, the few 


Things I have to lay before them, with Reference to their dangerous 


Caſe; for 17 ſerious Conſideration and Repentance may prevent the 
I 


everlaſting Miſery that is coming upon them. 


1. In the firſt Place, it muſt appear to all the Senſe of Mankind, the 


raſheſt and fooliſheſt Thing in the World, to provoke the Wrath of an 
Infinitely Powerful Being, and that merely for the ſake of a few needleſs 
and impertinent Words ; by which he is juſtly provoked to cut you off 
in a Moment, and to caſt you into ee e Torments. This is what 
no Man dares to do in Caſes of leſs Danger. You dare not revile a 
General at the Head of his Army; no, nor rouſe a ſleepy Lion when you 
are within the Reach of his Paws. And is the Almighty God the only 
contemptible Being in your Account, that may be provoked without 
Fear, and offended without Puniſhment? Do you not read what he 
hath annexed to his Third Commandment ? namely, That he will not hold 
him guiltleſs, that taketh his Name in vain; that is, that he will certainl 
and terribly puniſh ſuch as profane it. And * are every Minute in 
Danger of this: For God is a Righteous Fudge, and will do as he hath 
aid, 3 We. | | 


which you at other Times adore. Is it not a ridiculous Folly to fall on 
your Knees to God one Hour, and to Blaſpheme him the next? One would 
not think that this could be done by any one that has any Senſe or Con- 
federation! For it is perfectly horrible to the Reaſon of Man, that an 
one ſhould defy the God that made him, and in whoſe Hands his Breath is! 
and by whom he will be made infinitely happy, or unſpeakably miſerable, 
to all Eternity. | 1 | „ 
3. This is ſuch an Extremity of Sin, as can only be matched in Hell, 
where all are deſperate, and without Hope of Mercy. The damned 
Devils, and the Souls of Men in Hell, may be ſuppoſed to rave and blaſ- 
pheme in their Torment, becauſe they know that their Chains of Dark- 


neſs are Everlaſting, and can never be knocked off. But for the Man 


that ſwims in the Rivers of God's Goodneſs, and is viſited with'freſh 
Preſents of his Love every Moment ; for this favourite Creature to ſet his 
Mouth againſt the Heavens, and to blaſpheme a 12 a patient, and 


bountiful God, is a Height of Sin which exceeds the Blackneſs of Hell 
itſelf. | 1 LETS | | 


_ 


one of our Senſes. It is a taſteleſs and a fruitleſs Sin. It brings no 
Pleaſure to the Palate, nor Gain to the Purſe. And id may even puzzle 
the profane Perſon himſelf, to tell us for what it is he fell his Soul. 
Indeed, he does not ſell it at all in this Caſe : He prodigally gives away 
his Soul, without Repentance, to the Devil, and parts with a bleſſed 
Eternity .for Nothing. | 5 | 
5. And it is further to be conſidered, That the Tongue of Man is his 
Glory, and human Speech a fort of Miracle in Nature: And it is given 
to Man, that he might glorify God, who gave it to him. And will you, 
dare you, pervert the Uſe of ſo Divine a Gift? Do but conſider 35 
wonderful a e, th Speech of Man is; which, by the little different 
Motions of the Tongue and Lips, does plainly and diſtinctly pro- 
nounce Millions of Words. Now, to abuſe ſuch an excellent F aculty, 
is much worſe than to be wholly deprived of it; ſo that the Blaſphemer 
is viler than the very Beaſts: And the Time may come, when he ſhall 
wiſh that he had been born as dumb as they, or that his Lips had been 
perpetually cloſed, rather than to have opened them to his own Confu- 
ſion and 1 . | | 
6. And it is a very unhappy Circumſtance of this Sin, that the 
Returns of it are frequent. Though it is of ſo horrible a Nature, and of 
ſuch infinite Guilt, yet it may be repeated many Times in a Minute; yea, 
we find ſome multiplying their Oaths in the ſame Breath. In man 
other groſs Sins it cannot be ſo: If a Man be overcome with Drink, 
there muſt be a conſiderable Space of Time ere he can do fo again; or, 
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KIND CAUTION 


” OT THING can be more piercing to the Heart of a Chriſtian, 


which proceed out of the Mouths of many People, without 
any Senſe of the Evil they do, or Fear of any thing they muſt, 


jk | 3 then, Mal. i. II. 
2. And in the next place, your Baſeneſs and Ingratitude is as great as 
v5our Danger : For *tis a moſt ſenſeleſs rhing to deſpiſe that Almighty Being 


4. And all this is done againſt God, without ſo much as pleaſing any 


and ſay, It is juſtly tormented in theſe Flames ! 


' ſerve the Laws of their Creation. 


O 


\ 


SWEARERS. 


if he be given to profane the Sacred Day of our Loxd, he cannot da 
it every Day. But the Profane Swearer is ready for another Oath, 
almoſt before the Sound of the firſt is out of our Ears. Yea, ſome dou- 


ble and treble them in one Sentence, even ſo as to confound the. Senſe 


To hear the Great and Terrible Name of G 05 


of what they ſay by a horrible Din of Blaſphemy. Ah ! what a vaſt Heap 
of theſe heinous Sins lie at every common Swearer's Door ! *T'would be 
apt to ſink him almoſt to Deſpair, it he could ſee the whole Sum of them. 
And oh ! what a ſeared and ſenſeleſs Conſcience has he, that feels not this 
mountainous W eight ? 3 5 

7. Indeed this outragious Treatment of God's Holy Name ſeems ta 
be one of the utmoſt Efforts of the Malice of Men againſt him. His Be- 
ng is above their Reach, and his Happineſs is unchangeable, and cannot 
be moleſted. But his Name may be profaned, or glorified by Men. 
And ah ! with what Spite and ed do profane People treat it? 
And therefore how juſt is that terrible Threat, (Deut. xxvili. 58.) If thou _ 


ſhalt not fear this Glorious and Fearful Name, THE LORD THY GOD, 


he will make thy Plagues wonderful. 8 
8. For hereby you harden Infidels againſt the Chriſtian Religion. It 
cannot be ee that they ſhould honour your God, when you your- 
ſelves deſpiſe him; or that any ſhould embrace your Religion, when you 
yourſelves trample it under your Feet. Yea, (with Grief, and Shame, 
and Horror be it ſpoken) *tis by reaſon of ſuch ſcandalous Impieties as theſe, 
that our holy Religion (the beſt and pureſt in itſelf) is become contemp- 
tible amongſt. the Heathen, and that the Bleſſed Name of the Lord Jeſus 


_ Chriſt and his Doctrine are deſpiſed. But woe be to them by whom theſe O 
y fences come; ſuch as never heard the Name of Chriſt will fare better in the 
laſt Judgment, than ſuch as know it, and blaſpheme it. 15 


9. Yea, God himſelf teſtiſies, that his Name is great among the Hea- 
And we find a Heathen Emperor making a Decree, 


That whoſoever ſpake any thing rg of Almighty God, ſhould be cut in 
7 


Pieces, and his Houſe made a Dunghil, Dan. iii. 29. And it was the firſt 
Maxim of a Heathen Philoſopher, That the higheft Veneration be always paid 
to God, Which is indeed the Senſe of all Mankind; and to think or act 
otherwiſe, is to confound the very Order of Nature. And therefore we 
ſeldom find any mention of the Name of God in the Holy Scriptures, with- 
out ſome other Word joined with it, to ſtrike our Minds with Reve- 


_ rence: As, the Holy Name, the 10 Ken Name, the Glorious Name, the 


Great and Terrible Name. And the Vetus and Turks have always treated 
it with profound Veneration. So that it muſt be an inhuman, ſenſeleſs, 
and a diabolical Fury, to contradict all natural and revealed Religion, 
and all the ſober Sentiments of Mankind, by polluting and profaning it. 
10. And therefore how light and diſproportionable is that ſmall Pu- 
niſhment which our Laws have laid upon this horrible Crime! The ſcan- 
dalizing of a Nobleman; yea, or the Defaming of a Man of Buſineſs 
and Trade, is uſually puniſhed with the Forfeiture of Hundreds of Pounds: 
But the Great and Terrible God is blaſphemed, and People cry out of hard 
Uſage, when they pay but a few Shillings for the monſtrous Offence : _ 
But this is a Clamour without Reaſon ;z and happy will they be, who, 
by this light Infliction, are brought to a timely Senſe of their Sin and Fol- 
ly; and fo eſcape everlaſting Puniſhment in thoſe unquenchable Flames, 
where the Blaſphemer may be ſuppoſed to cry out of his parched Tongue, 


11. Upon the whole, how is every Lover of God, of Man, and of the 
Public Good, bound in Conſcience to oppoſe this vile and horrible Sin? 
To reprove it, to ſhame it, and in all fit. Circumſtances to inform 


the Magiſtrate of it, and to do their utmoſt to. baniſh it from human So- 


ciety. For it breaks the Bounds of all that is Sacred, Civil, or Decent; 
and it is a moſt high Offence againſt God, and an Affront to all that bear 
the Name of Chriſt, who are by ſolemn Vows obliged to reſent and 


oppoſe it. 


12. For where this direful Sin prevails, how does it render that Place 


a ſoit of Hell upon Earth? God is greatly honour'd in the Regions above. 


His Angels bleſs him perpetually, and the Saints above praiſe, love, ad- 
mire and adore him. Yea, the Birds ſeem, in their Way, to fing forth 
the Praiſes of their Creator: And the inanimate Creatures ob- 
But wicked Men, and damned Devils, 
blaſpheme the Name of the moſt high God, and do him Diſhonour. 
But let me intreat all Perſons whatſoever, that have Reaſon and Self-love, 
that they caſt not themſelves into this accurſed Herd of Blaſphemers ; leſt 
after a re with them in their Sin, they be for ever conjoined 
with them in their Puniſhment, | 7 Oh 3 
Tf thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be wiſe for thyſelf; but if thou ſcorneſt, than 
alone ſhalt bear it, Prov. ix. 12, E, | 
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